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r. Bal Pandi, the official bird watcher of Koonthakulam, 

Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu told me about a rare 
sighting of lonely Demoiselle crane in Koonthkulam during 
2006. It is hard to believe; because such cranes are winter 
visitors to south-east Europe and north India and they are 
not sighted in Tamil Nadu. On rare occasions, some birds 
may visit Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. These birds come 
in flocks and not as single individual. 

During the migration season of 2007-08, birds such as 
Northern Pintail, Garganey, Sandpipers, Bar-headed Goose, 
Pale Harrier, and Flamingo started to come Koonthakulam in 
flocks. Bal Pandi tipped me off about the arrival of a 
Demoiselle Crane again, in October. I visited Koonthakulam 
on 23, 24, 25 Dec-2007 accompanied by one of my friends 
and a wildlife photographer, Mr. N. Radhakrishnan, who 
owns a studio in Coimbatore. 

On 23" we launched a search for the Demoiselle Crane in 
Koonthakulam, Karunkulam, Silayam and Kadankulam. 
These cranes prefer marshes, grassy plains and lakes. So 
with binoculars we went to lakes and systematically did the 
search. We also went to Vijayanarayanam, one of the big 
lakes in Tamil nadu. The lake was fully dried up because the 
north-east monsoon had not brought rain in the region and 
also the water was not released from Manimuthar dam. 
Therefore the lake had become a grassland. 

We walked inside the grassy meadows of the lake. We 
were able to see flocks of aquatic birds such as Spot-billed 


Pelican, Bar-headed Goose, Spoonbill, White Ibis and Painted 
Stork on a small portion of swampy water. At the sound of 
our foot steps, flocks of Little Ringed Plovers abandoned 
their feeding on green meadows with an alarm and flew offin 
a large group as a very big sheet of carpet and twisting 
directions in uniformed manner. This was how Dr. Salim Ali 
had narrated and recorded this enjoyable moment in ‘The 
Book of Indian Birds’, the book says, ‘ Though scattered 
when feeding, the party flies off together on alarm, uttering 
a short plaintive whistling ‘phiu’, twisting and wheeling 
the air in unison’. We also saw Pale Harrier, Kestral, Brahmini 
Kite, and Marsh Harrier. All birds were enjoying the swampy 
vast grassland inside the dried up lake. 

Bal Pandi with his Pentax binocular at last spotted the 
lonely Demoiselle Crane along with Spott-billed Pelican 
flocks at 3.30 pm. They were all taking rest at the farthest 
western side of the lake. Bal Pandi had noticed Demoiselle 
Crane in this region for the past two seasons. On our request, 
Mt. N. Radhakrishnan snapped several pictures of the Crane 
in kneeling posture and in flight. 

On 26.1.2008 Republic Day, Bal Pandi spotted one more 
Demoiselle Crane in the lake of Vijayanarayanam, along 
with the Crane already spotted. 
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Sighting of Demoiselle crane is rare in Koonthkulam 
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